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Amphibious plants
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ater pennywort

(Hydrocotyle ranunculoides)

Originated in North America.
An ornamental aquatic plant often used to oxygenate
basins and aquariums.

Description

Herbaceous, perennial, amphibious plant
Roots firmly established in the substrate, strong presence of adventitious
roots
Smooth stems, floating or creeping, that root at the nodes (internode
distance is 4 to 12 centimetres)
Floating or emergent leaves, alternating:
- 2 to 8 cm in diameter, indented edges with 3 to 7 lobes
- cleaved base
- long, pulpy stems (up to 35 cm)
Small, white flowers, hermaphroditic, grouped in umbels of 5 to 10 flowers
The fruit is a double achene, rounded, flat, brown in colour

Ecology and reproduction

The preferred habitat is stagnant to lentic waters, generally shallow
(ditches, canals, pools, areas near water bodies). The plants tend toward
eutrophic waters, rich in organic matter and nutrients.

Reproduction through vegetative multiplication:

- fragmentation of stolons (runners), cuttings are possible where there
are nodes
- growth is possible without direct contact with the substrate

Terrestrial plants are strongly rooted, but less developed than the aquatic

plants
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Classification

Order Apiales

Family Araliaceae

Genus Hydrocotyle
Species Hydrocotyle ranunculoides (L.f, 1782)






